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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT

Brothers and sisters, | had the privilege to attend our
National Convention in Boston from August 5-9, 2024 along
with five other delegates from our branch. The convention
was interesting and different from all other conventions |
have attended. There were over 5,000 delegates from
across the country. | have spoken to quite a few carriers
since I've returned and they all want to know, “What is
going on with our contract? The simple answer is, “Don’t
know...wish | did.” National President Brian Renfroe gave
us a limited update on contract negotiations on the first
day of the convention, stating we are close to having a
contract and they have not started the interest arbitration
process yet. They are still negotiating to have a tentative
agreement soon. Not too many delegates there were
happy or satisfied with the update as we are still being kept
in the dark on the contract and the negotiation process.

Prior to the National Convention, some of you may have
heard that there were 4 charges filed against President
Renfroe for Charge 1: Neglect of Duty, Charge 2: Circulating
False or Misleading Statements about NALC Officer,
Charge 3: Conduct. Impaired driving after hours in a NALC
owned vehicle and Charge 4: Abandoned Position and
Dereliction/Neglect of Duty. Once the charges were filed,
there was an investigation conducted. The NALC Executive
Council voted on the charges and found President Renfroe
guilty of Charge 3: Conduct. Impaired driving after hours in
a NALC owned vehicle. The Executive Council’s not-guilty
vote on the remaining charges were appealed by Director
of City Delivery Christopher Jackson who initially filed the
charges against President Renfroe. In addition, Branch 70
President Ricardo Guzman and Branch 1100 retired
member, Charles Miller, also appealed the Executive
Council’s decision. What the appeal means is that the
charges must be heard at the National Convention and the
delegates at the convention can vote for or against the
Executive Council’s decision of the charges.

On July 29, 2024, President Renfroe sent a letter to
Christopher Jackson, Ricardo Guzman and Charles Miller
regarding the appeals stating:
Dear Brothers Jackson, Miller, and Guzman:
I have received the appeals that each of you have
filed to the NALC National Convention from the
decisions made by the Executive Council on April 26,
2024, with respect to the four charges filed by
Brother Jackson against me that the Council had
voted to find substantial. On April 26, after reviewing
the report submitted by the panel of three members
appointed by Executive Vice President Paul Barner,
the Executive Council decided, by majority vote, that
I was not guilty of charges 1, 2, and 4, but guilty of
charge 3. The Council then voted to suspend my
driving privileges and record a public service
announcement as the appropriate penalty for charge
3. Your appeals seek to have the Convention overturn
these decisions.
The NALC Constitution conders upon the National
President the sole authority to interpret the
Constitution. Article 9, Section 1(j) provided that the
President’s decision are final between Conventions,
but may be approved or rejected by the Convention.
In accordance with this authority, | have reviewed
the Constitution to determine whether the appeals
you have filed are permitted by the Constitution. |
have concluded that none of these appeals are
permitted and that they should not be presented to
the Convention.
The only language in Article 10 which authorized
appeals to the Convention is as follows:
If the Executive Council finds the officer guilty, it shall be
empowered to remove them from office, or impose such
other penalty as it may deem proper. Any member
aggrieved by such decision of the Executive Council shall
have the right to appeal to the National Convention.
(Emphasis supplied.)
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This language makes clear that the only Executive
Council decision subject to appeal to the Convention
are decisions to find an officer guilty of a charge and
to impose a penalty. The language does not
authorize appeals from Executive Council
determinations that a charged officer is not guilty.
Accordingly, the Executive Council’s actions with the
respect to charges 1, 2, and 4 are not subject to
appeals to the Convention.

Brother Miller and Brother Guzman have also
appealed the Council’s decision with regard to
charge 3. The Constitution specifically states that an
appeal may be filed only by a member who has been
“aggrieved” by the Council’s decision. Brother Miller
and Brother Guzman were not parties to the charges
and have not been personally affected in any way by
the Council’s decision. Because they have not been
personally affected or “aggrieved”, they do not have
standing to appeal the Council’s decision.

There was a motion made by Branch 1111 President
Edward Fletcher to rescind the letter sent to Director of
City Delivery Christopher Jackson, Branch 70 President
Ricardo Guzman from San Diego and Branch 1100 retired
member Charles Miller from President Renfroe, allowing
the convention delegates to be the supreme body making
the decision for the charges to be heard and have the
charges addressed on the convention floor. The motion
was seconded by me. The convention delegates voted, and
the motion was passed to have the charges against
President Renfroe to be addressed by the delegates. This
was an historic moment in the NALC's history as this was
the first time there have been charges filed on the National
President. President Renfroe was not happy with the
outcome of the vote as he desperately attempted to do
anything in his power to hide the truth from the delegates
at the convention. There were ground rules established by
Christopher Jackson and President Renfroe as to how the
charges were going to be heard. Mr. Jackson would have
20 minutes to speak about the charge followed by
President Renfroe to speak for 20 minutes. Both Mr.
Jackson and President Renfroe had an additional 5 minutes
for a rebuttal. There was also a motion passed that former
National President Fred Rolando would chair the appeal
charges. The first charge was heard on August 7, with the
voice vote too close to call, leading to a teller vote with
each delegate counted in favor or against the charges. The
delegates at ultimately found President Renfroe not guilty.
The remainder of the charges were heard on August 8™.
These also came to a teller vote. President Renfroe was
found not guilty of the other charges.

Even though the majority of delegates at the convention
found President not guilty, it should be noted that many
delegates did find him guilty and feel he should be
removed from office. At the very least, President Renfroe
was exposed with the charges being heard at the National
Convention, making all delegates aware of the issues, and
he was forced to address what has been going on over the
past year and a half and why we still don’t have a contract.
While Brian Renfroe will continue to be the President of
NALC, there will be elections in 2026 for the National
Officer positions. So, make sure you vote in determining
the best candidates to lead our great union.

In unionism, Serop Karchikyan

Sisters and Brothers,

Thank you for allowing me to be one of Branch 2200's
delegates to the Biannual national convention in Boston,
Massachusetts. This convention was very important to me
as our Branch had approved and sent two general
resolutions that were voted on in Boston.

Unfortunately, our Open Bargaining and contract
campaign resolution and Fighting back against Sorting and
Delivery Centers resolution were both given a disapproval
recommendation by the Executive Council and faced
opposition during the voting process. Build a Fighting NALC
coordinators Tyler Vasseur and Chris Pennock from Branch
9 Minneapolis provided the delegates with strong
arguments as to why the Open Bargaining resolution
should be adopted by National but, ultimately, the
delegates voted them down. This is called democracy and
although our resolutions were meant to build the NALC
into a more militant and Fighting union, this was not the
will of the 2024 Boston delegation. However, a similar
resolution regarding Open Bargaining was approved by the
delegation. Although it’s slightly watered down, National
will sanction contract rallies and activate the rank and file
during key points in contract negotiations and provide the
members transparency through the bargaining process.

Speaking of contract rallies! Our branch has been working
with a reform group called Build A Fighting NALC (BFN) and
other NALC local branches in southern California to hold
our own contract rally on August 25th, 2024. By the time
this article is printed and sent to the membership, the
event will be done. My wish for this rally is to have letter
carriers feeling empowered again by our union. We will
present the public with awareness of all the important
issues affecting letter carriers today. This includes low pay,
unsafe working conditions, harassment by Management
and excessive mandatory overtime. Brothers and sisters, if
we stick together, we will rise, grow, together!

In solidarity — Calvin Rich
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2025 Carl J. Saxsenmeier

Scholarship Program

The California State Association of Letter Carriers (CSALC) is now accepting applications for the 2025
Carl J. Saxsenmeier Scholarship Program. All applications must be received by the Scholarship Chair
by January 11, 2025. The Chair will send scholarship packets to all applicants by the end of January
2025. If you don’t receive a packet by the end of February, please call or text me asap. The
scholarships are available to the children or grandchildren of members of NALC Branches within the
State of California who have not served in a supervisory capacity in the previous two (2) years from
the date of 2025 award announcement. * Applicant’s parent / grandparent must be a member in
good standing of the NALC for at least one year prior to applying. Applicant must be a high school
senior when applying. Saxsenmeier Scholarship awards are issued in the year of graduation and are
not renewable.

Derek J Simpson
Saxsenmeier Scholarship Chairperson
18315 E Bellbrook St
Covina, CA91722-2754
Phone: 626-384-1746 (Text Preferred)

Saxsenmeier Scholarship Application

(PLEASE PRINT)

Student’s Name

Home Address

City / State / Zip

Home Telephone Cell Phone

Email Address

NALC Member’s Name Relationship to Applicant

NALC Member Signature Applicant’s Signature

Please have your Local NALC Branch Officer Complete. It’s required for verification of
member in good standing. (* See requirements above if you qualify)

NALC Branch Officer Signature Title

NALC Branch Officer Print Name Branch #




GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - July 10, 2024

The meeting was called to order via Zoom and in-person at
7:03 p.m. by President Serop Karchikyan. The pledge of
allegiance was led by Sergeant-at-Arms Ric Roldan and
there was a moment of silence for our departed brothers
and sisters since the last meeting. The roll call was
answered by eleven officers and stewards in good
standing. Mario Castanon and David Genova from Altadena
were introduced to the membership. Motion (Siechert/Lee)
passed to waive the reading of the minutes and accept as
emailed and printed for members at the meeting. Motion
(Rich/Burskey) that the Branch set aside the bill of Carolyn
Zorn and waive the reading of the remainder of the bills
spreadsheet, they be accepted as printed and emailed, and
warrants be drawn and bills be paid. Motion
(Norman/Rich) was made that the Branch pay the
convention flight expense for Carolyn Zorn in the amount
of $551. Motion (Rich/Lee) calling for the question passed
with Yes: 10, No: 4. Previous motion failed with vote of Yes:
6, No: 8. Motion (Collier/Zorn) was made to pay Carolyn
Zorn $650 for flight travel and that the bill spreadsheet be
updated. Motion (Siechert/Germann) calling for the
guestion unanimously passed. Previous motion passed
with vote of Yes: 8, No: 7. Motion (Siechert/Germann)
passed to waive the reading of the Treasurer’s Report and
accept as emailed and printed for members at the meeting.

MDA Rep Carolyn Zorn spoke on the experience of MDA
camp and T-shirts and memorial bricks for sale to raise
funds for MDA. Sister Zorn also spoke about H.R. 7629 and
protecting our letter carriers. President Karchikyan added
that claims can be filed if personal property is stolen.
Health Benefits Rep Keith Lineman reminded that the
special enrollment period ends September 30™" for
Medicare Part B. Food Drive Coordinator Rob Burskey
thanked everyone for their help during the Food Drive.
Motion (Siechert/Rich) passed to accept and approve the
reading of the food drive t-shirt sales report. Audit
Committee Chair Collier reported the audit will be

August 27 at 7:30 a.m. Carolyn Zorn updated on
Emergency Response Team activity. Vice-President Calvin
Rich discussed the rally that will take place on August 25
at Central Park in Pasadena. President Karchikyan
announced the maximum annual leave of 520-hr carryover
has been extended into 2025. He also reported on flat
screen monitors in stations and inappropriate info, heat
illness, HIPP training, and the OSHA app. The membership
thanked Leroy Collier for the meeting meal. Motion
(Burskey/Zorn) passed to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m.
Submitted by,

Nancy Norman
Secretary-Treasurer

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING — August 14, 2024

The meeting was called to order via Zoom and in-person at
7:04 p.m. by President Serop Karchikyan. The pledge of
allegiance was led by Sergeant-at-Arms Ric Roldan and
there was a moment of silence for our departed brothers
and sisters since the last meeting, including retired Gold
Card member/Pasadena carrier Fiorenzo Cesario. The roll
call was answered by fourteen officers and stewards in
good standing. Patricia Anguiano and Adam Vidaurrazaga
from Pasadena were introduced to the membership.

Motion (Siechert/Lee) passed to waive the reading of the
minutes and accept as emailed and printed for members at
the meeting. Notification was read from Fiorenzo Cesario’s
daughter, announcing his passing. Motion (Siechert/Trieu)
passed to waive the reading of the bills spreadsheet, they
be accepted as printed and emailed, and warrants be
drawn and bills be paid. Motion (Lee/Trieu) passed to
waive the reading of the Treasurer’s Report and accept as
emailed and printed for members at the meeting.

MDA Representative Carolyn Zorn reported on the ongoing
shoe drive, an upcoming yard sale, and reported a
donation to Muscular Dystrophy for $1060. Sister Zorn also
spoke about H.R. 7629, Protecting our Letter Carriers Act
2024, urging members to contact their congressional
representatives to support this bill. MBA Representative
Vinh Trieu explained the importance of life and disability
insurance as Federal Employees and coverage for CCAs.
Health Benefits Representative Keith Lineman announced
open season is Nov 11" — Dec 9. Audit Committee Chair
Leroy Collier reported the audit will be August 27™ at

7:30 a.m. and open to observers.

President Karchikyan encouraged the reading of the Mail
Call, noting that it can be sent to members’ home address
upon request. Vice-President Calvin Rich updated the
membership on the August 25 rally at Central Park in
Pasadena. There were reports from the convention
delegates, including President Karchikyan reporting on the
lack of updates to the contract and on the delegation
voting on charges brought against President Renfroe.

Manuel Mena from Santa Clarita introduced his son, a new
CCA working in Newhall. The membership thanked
President Karchikyan for the meeting meal. Motion
(Burskey/Zorn) passed to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m.

Submitted by,

Nancy Norman
Secretary-Treasurer



TREASURER'S REPORT JULY-AUGUST 2024

INCOME JULY AUGUST

NALC Active Rebate 38,908.31 25,888.19 JULY - AUGUST TRANSFERS

NALC Retiree Rebate 0.00 0.00 FROM TO AMOUNT

Direct Dues 397.46 165.65 Checking | Convention 5183.73

Interest-Dividend 1,575.00 1,503.54 Checking Mikita 100.00

Other Income(Food Drive/Picnic 2,280.00 250.00 Checking Building 5183.73
Grievance Settlement) Convention | Checking 7365.07

TOTAL INCOME $43,160.77 $27,807.38 Mikita Checking 1500.00

| |

EXPENSES JULY AUGUST

Branch Picnic -232.91 0.00

Branch Rally 0.00 1,684.88

Car Allowance 500.00 500.00 ACCOUNT BALANCES

COP Meeting 0.00 150.00 6/30/2024

Equipment Maintenance 534.98 0.00 General Fund $125,974.67

Food Drive 60.00 0.00 Mikita Scholarship $4,690.20

Gardening 0.00 216.00 Building Fund $380,206.56

Insurance 0.00 2,210.00 Convention/Training $113,599.10

Internet 113.80 113.80

Mail Call 1.18 0.00 TOTAL ACCOUNTS $624,470.53

Meeting Meal/Raffle 70.62 28.11

Mileage 0.00 130.72

Miscellaneous** 0.00 0.00 ACCOUNT BALANCES

National Convention 4,883.83 7,044.34 7/31/2024

Office Expenses 116.97 116.97 General Fund $131,858.10

Office Supplies 565.89 0.00 Mikita Scholarship $3,240.38

Officer Benefits 2,427.64 2,703.69 Building Fund $383,521.37

Officer/Steward Salary 16,980.32 26,926.78 Convention/Training $114,757.17

Payroll Taxes/Filing/Use Tax 1,418.12 2,175.02

Per Capita Tax 38.50 38.50 TOTAL ACCOUNTS $633,377.02

Postage 129.99 105.99

Retiree Banquet 0.00 0.00

Retiree Bonus 150.00 100.00 ACCOUNT BALANCES

Seminars/Education 0.00 0.00 8/31/2024

Tax - Property 0.00 0.00 General Fund $127,012.23

Telephone 131.99 0.00 Mikita Scholarship $3,290.52

Utilities 229.53 385.32 Building Fund $387,746.66

TOTAL EXPENSES $28,120.45 $44,630.12 Convention/Training $111,455.97

| | |
NET INCOME $15,040.32 -$16,822.74’_‘TOTAL ACCOUNTS $629,505.38

%k




My Experience at the 2024 National Convention in Boston

2024 BRANCH NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

I had the honor of being a branch delegate at the NALC
73rd biennial convention which was held at the Boston
Convention and Exhibition Center. The convention brought
together over 5600 delegates from all over the country.
Each day’s itinerary consisted of workshop classes in the
morning and afternoon, beginning at 7:30 am and 3:15 pm,
with the General Session filling the time slot in between
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

Delegates had a choice of workshops to attend which
provided important educational information for them to
bring back to their respective branches. With titles such as,
“Following a Grievance from Start to Finish”, “Next
Generation Delivery Vehicle (NGDV)”, “Contract
Administration Unit” and “Retirement Plus- Know Your
Benefits” among just a few to choose from, the delegates
did not lack opportunities to learn and grow their
knowledge. | will let others of our branch delegates get into
the meat and potatoes of the General Session business.

| had the honor of being named chairperson of the
Distribution Committee for the convention. The duties of
the distribution committee are to get an accurate count of
the attendees of each workshop and hand out any
materials that may be needed for the respective classes.

| had the tremendous fortune of being assigned 35 other
delegates from various branches around the country to
serve with me on the committee. Some had previous
experience on the committee, while most of us, me
included, were serving for the first time. | have to say that |
could not have asked for a more dedicated and/or a more
professional staff. Every single one of them was willing to
go wherever asked, with no ego or agenda. They made my
job very easy. | will miss them; however, strong enough
friendships were made that we are all looking forward to
potentially seeing each other at the 2026 Convention in Los
Angeles. | strongly encourage each of our members to
attend our branch meetings to qualify as a delegate to
future conventions. They are a great learning opportunity
and a wonderful chance to meet fellow Union brothers and
sisters from across this great country.

Be well, be safe, be united.

Keith Lineman
Health Benefits Representative

HEALTH BENEFIT PLAN — OPEN SEASON
November 11 — December 9, 2024
Because of changes in our FEHB structure,
ALL members are encouraged to re-sign your plan
even if you are not making a change

People get ready.....a change is comin’. Maybe. Could be.
Again, be the light you wish to see. Nominations for
officers and delegates to our national and state
conventions will take place on October 9th, 2024. Don’t
like what you see? Come to meetings. Shake things up,
become a steward, run for office.....make things change.

The offices for our Branch are three-year terms with next
up term beginning on January 8, 2025. The positions are:
President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, Financial
Secretary, Sergeant-at-Arms, Health Benefits
Representative, MBA Representative, and (3) Trustees.

This is a vote-by-mail ballot with election results to be
announced at the membership meeting on December 11,
For voting, please make sure we have your current address.
Any changes, call our office (626-798-6122) or email:
nnorman.nalc2200@gmail.com
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NEW SHOP STEWARDS

We're welcoming three new shop stewards into the fold
and if you are fortunate to have one of them in your office,
please give them your full support! They are stepping up
and doing a service for fellow letter carriers. They are:
DIANA ROSALES - Pasadena 91104
DANIELLE FISHER — South Pasadena
GABRIEL GONZALEZ - Tujunga

Will you be next??


mailto:nnorman.nalc2200@gmail.com

Being the Light....What Can | Do?
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

Wednesday, September 11th e Like to solve problems? Become a shop steward
@ 7:00 p.m. e Like to write? How about an article for the Mail
Wednesday October 9" Call or becoming Editor of the Mail Call
’

. . e Like to talk? Become a legislative organizer or
Nominations @ 7:00 p.m. & 8

Meeting Meals starting at 6:00 p.m.
In-Person/Zoom

welcome the members at meetings
e Like numbers? You can calculate overtime hours
or become a trustee and work on Branch bills

1310 N Oxford Ave e Like details and organization? There is always
in Pasadena room for more organizing data and files
Zoom Check in @ 6:50 p.m. e Like spreadsheets? Become the financial

secretary and you'’ll have your fill of these

e More creative? Design flyers for Branch activities

] and events throughout the year
Meeting Attendance o ]
e Want to just listen and learn more? Before doing

July/August 2024
anything, attend a few Branch meetings
Officers:
President Serop Karchikyan — P/P We can use the light you can bring
Vice President Calvin Rich - P/P We can support your struggle for change

Secy-Treasurer Nancy Norman — P/P
Financial Secy Amy Lee — P/P
Sergeant at Arms Ric Roldan —P/P
Health Benefits Rep Keith Lineman — P/P BE THE LIGHT
MBA Representative Vinh Trieu — P/P :

Trustee Leroy Collier— P/P 5y
Trustee Rob Burskey — P/P 4

Trustee Jan Siechert — P/P YO U \/ \/ ISH
Stewards:

Glendale Main Office: Calvin Rich — P/P

Glen La Crescenta: Artur Aghakhanyan — A/A
La Canada/Montrose: Tina Giancanelli— P/P
Pasadena/GMF-91104: Diana Rosales — 0/P

Pasadena/San Marino: Kevin Nguyen — A/A
South Pasadena: Danielle Fisher — 0/P

2024 NALC 2200 RALLY
Branch 2200 members showed out in force on
) . Sunday, August 25" in solidarity
Tujunga: Gabriel Gonzalez - 0/P for better working conditions and a CONTRACT NOW!!
Thank you all for

c. Staffi
Sa ellng
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